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May 2017      

The 2017 Reunion Edition!  
May is here and Sisters, we are 

getting ready to do what we do 

best:  Celebrate the Sisterhood!  

This week, thousands of us will 

come together to give updates 

on the careers we pursued, 

learn of our personal triumphs, 

encourage one another to 

recognize our successes and to 

plan the next hurdles we will 

take on. As with every Reunion 

we sisters attend, our time together will inform our 

journey.  Here are a couple of suggestions: 

1. Become a member of the NAASC!  If you have not 

joined, now is the time.  The NAASC is the chief 

cheerleader of Spelman College and the life 

support that keeps the sisterhood strong beyond 

our time at Spelman.  We need you and often you 

need us when you least expect! 

2. Attend the NAASC Annual Meeting and Luncheon.  

This is our 125th year in existence. We want to honor 

Clara Howard and those first Spelman graduates 

for creating this wonderful organization that works 

to continue to work of sustaining Spelman and our 

Sisterhood!  In addition to installing officers and 

chapters, there are changes to the bylaws and 

constitutions on the agenda that were sent to all 

current members.  Some of these may allow us to 

work more smoothly at all levels of NAASC.  Bring 

your copy, as we will not have printed copies at 

the meeting. 

3. WEAR YOUR WHITE ATTIRE WITH YOUR HOSE AND 

CLOSED-TOE BLACK SHOES TO THE MARCH UNDER 

THE ARCH!  Although many of us want to pretend 

like we forgot what proper attire was required, or 

act like it does not matter what you wear on that 

day, it does.  My parents always told me, “If you 

don’t stand for something, you will fall for anything!”  

Don’t allow the world to tell you that putting on this 

uniform – a uniform that many desire but cannot 

have – doesn’t matter.  On this day, there will be 

many social media posts about this event.  When 

you choose to be different, in this instance, you are 

showing the world you have no honor for your 

sisters…and believe me, the haters will see it!  Stay 

true to the Sisterhood by showing your solidarity to 

this tradition. 

4. Take a moment to share a moment with a 

graduating senior.  Tell them how proud you are of 

them.  Tell them your favorite memories of your 

days at Spelman.  We are their mentors and they 

truly look up to us for guidance. 

5. Be sure to thank the Spelman staff for the work they 

do.  It is certain that they go above and beyond to 

host us during this very busy time. 

6. Enjoy our beloved campus.  There are so many 

changes you will want to see.  Take a look around 

and be proud of what your donations have helped 

to yield.   

7. Be sure to make a class gift.  EVERY GIFT IS NEEDED 

AND APPRECIATED!   

 

I will be on campus and I look forward to seeing 

everyone! 

Sisterly,  

Tara L. Buckner, C’87 

NAASC President 
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May is Stroke Awareness Month 
I t is t ime to check complete the spring 

wellness check.  Please complete the survey 

at this l ink: Eheart Study NAASC 

May is a busy month for us as it is Stroke Month, 

Blood Pressure Awareness month and the 

American Heart Association /American Stroke 

Association has a special messaging for Mother’s 

Day! 

 

Attached is more information on our Mother’s Day 

campaign, “One Healthy Mama.”  The American 

Heart Association/American Stroke Association is 

asking NAASC members to join in honoring each 

other and all the hard work that is being done in 

our communities.  All it is takes is a quick video 

letting us know how Moms are improving their 

health and the health of their communities. 

 

 

Membership Cards Are Here!!!! 
Your NAASC Membership card is now available.  If 

you will plan to be on campus for Reunion Friday, 

May 19th be sure to stop by the NAASC Booth from 

10am – 1pm to pick yours up.  After Reunion 

weekend cards will be mailed to chapter 

presidents or individuals outside of chapter areas. 

 

 

 
S i s t e r  R a l l y  2 0 1 7  

Cynthia Jackson, C’81 
Member, Spelman Board of Trustees 

 

My Spelman sisters say that I am 

crazy. Why? Because I still believe in 

Sister Rally 17. I believe that Spelman 

women can reach 50 percent 

alumnae giving by June 30, 2017.  I 

know it’s almost mid-May and we are 

only at 20 percent, but Spelman 

women know how to rise to the 

occasion to support our alma mater.   

We are asking that every alumna who has not 

given to Spelman to send a gift in the amount of 

her class during Reunion, May 18-21. For example, 

if you graduated in 1981, send $19.81 or $198.10 or 

$1981.00, etc.  Any amount you give will help us 

reach 50 percent. Too many still only give to 

Spelman during their Reunion year. This year, let 

everyone who has not given give during Reunion, 

and continue to give every year.  

I feel so blessed to be a member of Spelman’s 

Board of Trustees. There is no way for me to fully 

convey to you what a fantastic board we 

have. The diverse group of men and women on 

our board are comprised of alumnae, faculty, 

students, community leaders and individuals from 

companies and organizations around the 

nation. They are dedicated, engaged, 

experienced and ready to serve with their time 

and talents.  

Under the leadership of Dr. Campbell, we are 

positive and energized about how Spelman is 

moving forward. We not only applaud the many 

accomplishments of Spelman (please see pride 

https://www.health-eheartstudy.org/ets/national-alumnae-association-of-spelman-college
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points: Spelman At A Glance and Spelman 

Rankings & Awards, but we have open and honest 

dialogue about how we can work together to 

remove obstacles and strengthen the 

institution. When I leave our closing meetings on 

Saturday afternoons, I am full knowing God has 

blessed us and that Spelman is in excellent 

hands. If our Board can contribute with such 

passion to Spelman, surely, we alumnae can do 

our part by getting to 50 percent alumnae giving.   

As we remember our pledge “I’ll ever faithful be 

throughout eternity,” let’s recognize that our 

commitment is to continue supporting excellence. 

These are exciting times for Spelman. We are 

launching a new strategic plan with ambitious 

initiatives. Among those plans are a targeted 100% 

graduation rate, the goal of every graduate 

exiting with career prospects, and global 

leadership skills, a new art and innovation center 

that turns Spelman into an innovation leader, 

residence halls that are vital living learning centers 

and a role for a Spelman in the re-birth of our 

Westside community.  

These are expansive goals but we believe that—

with your support—Spelman is poised to build on its 

magnificent past to take a giant leap forward. We 

invite you to become part of Spelman's continuing 

ascent.  

You can help us by getting the word out about 

Sister Rally 17 via social media, phone calls and 

emails. SpelAgents, please reach out to your 

classes. My young alumnae sisters, please help this 

message go viral. Spread the word to give to 

Spelman today! And yes, I am crazy—about 

Spelman! 

 

 
 
 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e l o p m e n t  W e b i n a r  S e r i e s  
The leadership development webinar series is free for members of NAASC. Webinar info will be sent 

to members prior to the scheduled webinar date.  Below is the tentative schedule of webinars. 

 

May 28, 2017   Our Sister’s Keeper: Look Beneath the Surface – the Rise of Labor and  

       Sex Trafficking 

June 25, 2017   I May Want to Run for Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spelman.edu/about-us/about-spelman/at-a-glance
http://www.spelman.edu/about-us/about-spelman/rankings-and-awards
http://www.spelman.edu/about-us/about-spelman/rankings-and-awards
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Introducing the Tori Soudan Collection Spelman Shoe  
 

Introducing the Tori Soudan Collection Spelman Swarovski Crystal 

Shoe. Designed by Spelman Alumna Tori Soudan, C’96, a 

percentage of every Spelman Shoe sold will benefit the National 

Association of Spelman College's (NAASC) Donald and Isabel Stewart 

Scholarship! Two heel height options in either color, black or blue are 

available. Reserve your pair with a 50 percent deposit.  Save $100 for 

a limited time. Shoe ships in the fall.   

 

Stop by the NAASC Booth during Reunion on Friday, May 19th from 

10am – 1pm to see the shoe and place your order!    

https://www.torisoudan.com/spelmanshoe

N A A S C  1 2 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  

Alumnae in the Atlanta area celebrated the 

NAASC’s 125th Anniversary in style. On April 29, 

2017 Nordstrom at Perimeter Mall, hosted a 

private styling event titled A Day Sisterhood and 

Shopping. 

 

Alumnae were treated to a Five Star experience, 

which included greeters who escorted guests to 

the event location, a buffet breakfast and 

professional photographers, who provided 

Spelman branded photo props.  

After breakfast, the group was treated to a 

styling session.  During the styling session, the 

Styling Sales Manager highlighted fashion trends 

for spring and provided useful tips for expanding 

one’s wardrobe. The Cosmetic Sales Manager 

provided makeup tips for alumnae to enhance 

their natural beauty and treated a guest to a 

makeover. 

 

Everyone attending the event, received a 

Nordstrom gift bag consisting of their 

champagne flavored Sugarfina candy, perfume 

samples, and an invitation to their Spring Runway 

event, along with a $20.00 gift card.   

 

Please stay tuned for other exciting events with 

Nordstrom in the future. 

https://www.torisoudan.com/spelmanshoe
http://www.torisoudan.com/spelmanshoe


 

Journal of Sisterhood –May 2017 

Local Chapter Events 
Monthly we will feature local NAASC chapter events.  This includes upcoming and past (within the 

previous month) special events, leadership webinars, and meetings.  To have your events listed in the 

monthly newsletter please forward the information, along with your contact information, to 

correspondingsecretary@naasc.org no later than the 5th of the month. Events MUST be NAASC 

sponsored or related. 

 

Huntsville Chapter (AL) 

On April 29, 2017, the Huntsville Area Chapter of the National Alumnae Association of Spelman (HAC-

NAASC) held a 30th Chapter Anniversary/125th NAASC Anniversary “Sisterhood Soiree” where they 

dined on a delightful lunch and enjoyed a much-needed time of fellowship.  The event began with 

reflections from current president and charter member, Rosa Kilpatrick followed by the reading of A 

Declaration of Rededication written by charter member, Miriam Blalock Umbaugh C’70.  At the 

completion of the meal, they participated in a “Secret Sister” gift exchange, having been assigned 

a member of the chapter and presenting them with a small token of sisterhood.  Lastly, the HAC-

NAASC honored four of its active charter members with a commemorative gift, thanking them for 

their initiative and dedication to maintaining the work of Spelman College in the Huntsville area.  It 

was an event enjoyed by all, and it was stressed that in addition to the many working meetings that 

we have, the chapter needed to take more time to socialize and foster true sisterhood.   On Sunday 

morning, April 30, 2017, the chapter worshiped with First Missionary Baptist Church, the home church 

of deceased charter member Dr. Bessie Washington Jones.  During the service, the chapter was 

acknowledged for its efforts in raising over $50K in scholarship opportunities for Huntsville area 

students to attend Spelman College named in honor of Dr. Jones.   

 

(back row L to R) Zacairi Turner C’05, Taralyn Caudle C’00, Renee Knight C’87, Richele Jordan Davis 

C’92, Gina Jones C’93, Kimberly Ford C’94, Lynda Harrison-Gaines C’90, Alicia Carelock Redrick 

C’94, (HAC-NAASC Charter Members - front row L to R) Wyndolyn Fuqua C’73, Rosa K. Kilpatrick, 

Chinella Henderson C’60 and Marilyn Lewis-Alim C’69. 

 

mailto:correspondingsecretary@naasc.org
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Los Angeles Chapter (CA) 

On Saturday, April 29, 2017, NAASC-LA and the American Heart Association partnered for Spelman 

Sisterhood Saturday. The joint event featured a paint and sip night for Spelman alumnae and guests 

as well as a presentation from a representative from the American Heart Association to raise 

awareness of cardiovascular disease in the African-American community. The event also supported 

Spelman alumnae in business, who provided catering, beverage service, and swag bags for the 

event.  

• Chick-fil-A at USC - Owner/Operator Ashley Derby, C’2006 

• Chocolate Tenders – a bartending service owned by Pia Days, C’2001 

• Phure – an alkaline water company owned by Subriana Pierce, C’88 

• Mischo Beauty – a nail polish brand owned by Kitiya King, C’96. 

 

 

New England Chapter (CT, ME, NH, MA- other than Boston) 

On Sunday, April 9, the ladies of the New England Chapter attended worship service at Mount Aery 

Baptist Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Senior Pastor Anthony L. Bennett, D. Min. is a Morehouse 

alumnus and Lady Donna Thompson Bennett is a Spelman alumna (C’87). Associate Pastor Porsha 

D. Williams is also Spelman alumna (C’2012). Alumnae were blessed to witness a foot-washing 

ceremony for the congregation—from the young to the more seasoned. Jesus washed His disciples' 

feet and said, "I have given you an example, that ye also should do as I have done to you" (John 

13:15). It was truly a humbling experience.  

Immediately following worship service, alumnae dined at Miss Thelma's Restaurant where they 

reflected on their dear Spelman experiences and became more acquainted with sisters from the 

New England area.   

http://www.mtaerybaptist.org/
http://www.mtaerybaptist.org/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+13:15
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+13:15
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Pictured from left to right are: Joy DeYounge, C’2004; Shelly M. Jones, C’86; Michelle C. Mays, 

C’2004; Maya Welfare, C’2012; Porsha D. Williams, C’2012; Jennyfer A. Holmes, C’98; and Kimberly 

Scott, C’2000. 
 

Jacksonville Chapter (FL) 

The Jacksonville Chapter of the National Alumnae Association of Spelman College celebrated the 

founding of our beloved Spelman College by worshipping together on Sunday, April 9, 2017 at 

Greater Grant Memorial AME.  Our Spelman Sister, Dr. Barbara Bouie, is the choir director at Greater 

Grant Memorial AME! Following the service, we went to River City Brewing Company for fellowship 

and a brief meeting. 

 

 
Left to Right, Front to Back - Barbara Bouie C’77, Racquel Bolden-Lott C’87, Sybil Carley C’72, Shelley 

Dyer C’2010, Michelle Hodgkin C’91, Stephanie Oliver C’88 – Back Row - Tia Keitt C’98, Deborah 

Sibley C’84, Flora Feggins-Peterson C’72, Joni Poitier C’2002, Dr. Ebony Pratt C’93 
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South Florida Chapter (FL) 

  

Athens Chapter (GA) 

On April 9th, the Athens 

Chapter travelled to campus 

to celebrate Founders 

Day.  We attended service 

at Sisters Chapel, brunched 

at Paschals, and delivered 

care packages to the 

Spelman students from 

Athens, Monroe, Gainesville 

and Loganville. Travelling 

with us was our most senior 

member, Ms. Elizabeth G. 

King, C’43.  Ms. King recently 

celebrated her 99th birthday 

and had not been to Sisters 

Chapel in over 73 years!  She was delighted to see the renovations and additions on campus.  
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On April 29, the Athens Chapter hosted the Spelman Experience at the Athens Clarke County Library. 

Eighteen middle and high school students and their parents attended. Three current and one class 

of 2016 Spelman students lead our question and answer session. On our program evaluation, one 

high school student wrote, “This event was really welcoming. The panel spoke confidently about 

themselves and even more passionately about their school.”  A parent wrote, “My daughter and I 

felt like we visited the campus today! Excellent informational session. We felt very welcomed and we 

will visit the college this summer. Thank you for the invite!” 

 

Decatur Chapter (GA)  

This year the NAASC Decatur Chapter’s 

“Pamela Bigelow Blue Hat and White Gloves 

Afternoon Tea at Spelman” welcomed little 

girls, tweens, teenagers, young adults, 

distinguished women, and alumnae to the 

Spelman College Atrium for afternoon tea 

and a “Welcome to Spelman” event.    

The sold-out event featured vendors, a silent 

auction, and the attendee favorite, Hat and 

Shoe Parade. 
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Chicago Chapter (IL) 

Founders Day Celebration Brunch was held Saturday, April 1st from 11 am - 2 pm at Georgios 

Banquet Hall in Orland Park, IL. We had about 100 alumnae, family, friends, and 

prospective/incoming students in attendance. The 2016 Spirit Award was given to Jessica Harris 

C'2009. 

 

Baltimore Chapter (MD) 

The Baltimore Chapter is hosting its 4th Baltimore Girls Rock Conference on June 17th from 8:00am-

4:30pm. It will be held at the Murphy Fine Arts Center on the campus of Morgan State University. 

Information about registering, making donations, or volunteering can all be found on our 

website naascbaltimore.org   The Chapter will be holding bi-weekly conference calls in preparation 

for the girl’s conference. The dates for the calls are Wednesday May 17th; May 31st; June 7th; June 

14th @ 7:30pm. 712-432-0375 Access code: 125365# There will be no June 6th in person meeting. 

The Baltimore Chapter hosted an HBCU Game Night Fundraiser on May 9th @ the Owings Mills Green 

Turtle.  

http://naascbaltimore.org/
tel:(712)%20432-0375
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Columbia Chapter (MD) 

The NAASC Columbia, MD Chapter is hosting our annual scholarship fundraiser on June 24th, 

featuring Billboard charting jazz violinist Chelsey Green and The Green Project.  The event will be held 

at the Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville, MD at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets start at $60 and include a cocktail 

reception following the performance.  All proceeds will be awarded to Maryland-area Spelman 

students to assist with tuition costs. To purchase tickets or to make a donation, please visit True Blue 

Signature Jazz Benefit Concert.   

 

Jackson Chapter (MS) 

On April 8, 2017, the chapter 

represented Spelman in a college 

fair hosted at College Hill Baptist 

Church in Jackson, Mississippi, by 

the Beta Delta Omega Chapter of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated, of which Alumna 

Mitzi Dease Paige is a member. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/true-blue-signature-jazz-benefit-concert-featuring-chelsey-green-tickets-33915605489
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/true-blue-signature-jazz-benefit-concert-featuring-chelsey-green-tickets-33915605489
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Throughout the month of April, the chapter collected 

bedding and bath linen for the Catholic Charities 

residential treatment center dedicated to young 

women in crises. Alumnae are pictured with Kim 

Thomason, who accepted the donations on behalf of 

Catholic Charities. (L-R) Angela Wheeler Bass and 

Tracey Murry.   

The Chapter’s next annual meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, June 25, 2017. The Chapter meets at the 

Jackson Medical Mall.  For info contact 

mississippinaasc@gmail.com 

 

Northern New Jersey (NJ) 

Sister Summit 2017 is coming soon! 

This day of empowering workshops is 

free and open to girls in grades 9-11 

from New Jersey. A few spaces are 

still available so if you know a young 

woman who would benefit from this 

event, have her visit our website 

www.naascnj.org to download the 

application and submit ASAP. 

We also need alumnae volunteers 

for the day to help with setup, 

register students, serve as hostesses, 

and other miscellaneous event tasks. 

If you are available to help anytime 

between 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM on 

Saturday, June 10th, email us at 

njspelman@gmail.com to sign up. 

 

Connect with the Northern NJ NAASC on Instagram: naasc_nj / 

Facebook:  facebook.com/njspelman / Twitter: @njspelmanalumna / 

Website: www.naascnj.org 

 

 

 

 

 

http://naascnj.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=58eb3d0d542241e910497488e&id=78150ab7c6&e=13c896ec49
http://naascnj.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=58eb3d0d542241e910497488e&id=b0e5064686&e=13c896ec49
http://naascnj.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=58eb3d0d542241e910497488e&id=032ef67bc3&e=13c896ec49
http://naascnj.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=58eb3d0d542241e910497488e&id=f5a66bb34b&e=13c896ec49
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New York Chapter (NY) 

 

Follow the NY NAASC Chapter on social | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook |or visit 

their website for more information. 

Members of the NY-NAASC Chapter celebrated Founders Day Service and brunch together 

 

https://twitter.com/ny_naasc
http://www.instagram.com/NY_NAASC
https://www.facebook.com/NYNAASC/
http://www.newyorknaasc.org/
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Dayton Chapter (OH) 

 
NAASC Dayton, Ohio chapter celebrated Founders Day by attending a worship service 

followed brunch at Yankee Trace Golf Club. From left to right: Toni Scott, Wanda Reid Wilson, 

Dr. Yolanda Garmon, our Golden Girl Elinor Tootle, Beatrice Kenton, Debbie Carter and 

Evette Watt. 

 

Hampton Roads and Metro Richmond Chapters (VA) Joint Event 

 

Members of the Hampton Roads and Metro Richmond Chapters celebrated 136 years of 

Spelman College and 125 years of the National Alumnae Association aboard the Spirit of 

Norfolk! 

 


